the war situation, october 8, 1940
adduce it, because it is the foundation of some further statements,
which I propose to make later on.
What is the explanation ? There can only be one, namely, the
vastly improved methods of shelter which have been adopted.
In the last war there were hardly any air-raid shelters, and very
few basements had been strengthened. Now we have this ever-
growing system of shelters, among which the Anderson shelter
justly deserves its fame, and the mortality has been reduced to
one-thirteenth, or, say, at least one-tenth. This appears, as I say,
not only to be remarkable, but also reassuring. It has altered,
of course, the whole of the estimates we had made of the severity
of the attacks to which we should be exposed. Whereas, when
we entered the war at the call of duty and honour, we expected
to sustain losses which might amount to 3,000 killed in a single
night and 12,000 wounded, night after night, and made hospital
arrangements on the basis of a quarter of a million casualties
merely as a first provision—whereas that is what we did at the
beginning of the war, we have actually had since it began, up to last
Saturday, as a result of air bombing, about 8,500 killed and 13,000
wounded. This shows that things do not always turn out as badly
as one expects. Also, it shows that one should never hesitate,
as a nation or as an individual, to face dangers because they appear
to the imagination to be so formidable. Since the heavy raiding
began on 7th September, the figures of killed and seriously wounded
have declined steadily week by week, from over 6,000 in the first
week to just under 5,000 in the second, and from about 4,000 in the
third week to under 3,000 in the last of the four weeks.
The destruction of property has, however, been very considerable.
Most painful is the number of small houses inhabited by working
folk which has been destroyed, but the loss has also fallen heavily
upon the West End, and all classes have suffered evenly, as they
would desire to do. I do not propose to give exact figures of the
houses which have been destroyed or seriously damaged. That is
our affair. We will rebuild them, more to our credit than some of
them were before. London, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham
may have much more to suffer, but they will rise from their ruins,
more healthy and, I hope, more beautiful. We must not exaggerate
the material damage which has been done. The papers are full of
pictures of demolished houses, but naturally they do not fill their
restricted space with the numbers that are left standing. If you
go, I am told, to the top of Primrose Hill or any of the other
eminences of London and look round, you would not know that any
harm had been done to our city.

